The Trump Border Wall: Necessary Evil or Just Another Government Land Grab ?

The US, Mexico border is a distance of nearly 1,954 miles, The Trump administration wants to build a wall that stretches across the entire length of this border. However, neither the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act (IIRIRA) of 1996, nor the Secure Fence Act of 2006 were able to accomplish this 

The logic behind constructing this nearly 2,000 wall is to keep out illegal immigrants .In the words of then candidate Trump,  "I will build a great, great wall on our southern border, and I will have Mexico pay for that wall. Mark my words". He was able to convince Americans that they are not safe, that whatever lies beyond that border is their greatest threat. That Mexicans are stealing their jobs, raping their women, and are responsible for our drug woes. America’s response was to elect him president, but how true are these claims? 

While it may be true that certain Northern Mexico cities have big problems with violent drug crimes, according to  the Igarapé Institute’s most recent official homicide data from both sides of the border, That the US towns are actually among the safest while the hemisphere’s most dangerous towns are in Mexico and that the presence of a wall is unlikely to alter those facts. So, Is this wall really necessary or is the government again trying to again use Eminent Domain to grab land?

Donald Trump the businessman has always been a fan of Eminent Domain because he has a successful history of using it to steal property from individuals and businesses that refused to sell to him. Now as president he can do use it on a greater scale. While legal, Eminent Domain has been used as a tool to fleece landowners with less power, wealth, and influence. Government and greedy developers are guilty of having legally displaced homeowners and communities in pursuit of private projects while leaving their victims with few ways to fight back.

Unfortunately the private landowners around the current fence will also most likely end up being victims of Eminent Domain much like his previous “investors” because unlike the current border fence this wall will be thicker, taller, and in other words require a lot more room. And it remains to be seen if this wall will even affect the state of either countries so as a final answer I do believe that Donald Trump’s plan for the wall is nothing more than some cheap land grab.  	 
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