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Pulitzer Center journalist
speaks to KSU students

By GONNER HOWARD | STAFF WRITER

In the experience of
one international jour-
nalist, the most impor-
tant stories are often the
most overlooked.

Pulitzer Center Re-
porter Beenish Ahmed
spoke to students of
Kent State University’s
School of Communica-
tion Studies on Tuesday
about her work covering
women’s and children’s
issues in the developing
world, stressing curios-
ity and a thirst for the
unknown as important
tools for today’s story-
tellers.

Ahmed currently re-
ports for ThinkProgress
and her work has ap-
peared on Boston NPR
station WBUR and in
The Atlantic, VICE, The
Daily Beast, Boston Re-
view, Medium, The Huff-
ington Post and more.
About 125 students
and community mem-
bers attended the pub-
lic speech.

During her presenta-
tion, Ahmed described
her experiences in Pak-
istan, Malawi, Egypt
and other developing re-
gions, where she report-
ed on issues facing wom-
en and children. Ahmed,
whose family hails from
Pakistan, reported ex-
tensively on young wom-
en who are discouraged
from attending school,

e

B 1110

LISA SCALFARO/RECORD-COURIER

A Pulitzer Center journalist based in Washington D.G.,
Beenish Ahmed speaks on the coverage of Women and
Children in Crisis at Kent State University on Tuesday.

often with threats of vi-
olence.

“Going to school be-
came a threat on their
lives,” Ahmed said.

Ahmed also shared
with students her work
on exposing sexual ini-
tiations for young girls
in southern Malawi, ha-
rassment against female
protesters in Egypt's
Arab Spring, trans-gen-
der groups in Pakistan,
rehabilitation for female
acid burn victims and
other experiences often
overlooked by tradition-
al news outlets.

“So much of what fu-
els me as a journalist is
that sense of curiosity,”
Ahmed said. “What's not

being reported? I think
that’s really at the core
of what I do.”

The common thread
in much of Ahmed’s
work was women
across the globe strug-
gling against deeply-en-
trenched societal sys-
tems that disadvantage
women.

“It was all tied to
empowerment ... that
meant reclaiming their
own space in society,”
Ahmed said.

Following her presen-
tation, Ahmed said she
hopes young minds are
encouraged to seek out
the hidden stories and
work against human suf-
fering around the globe.




